Hearing assessment in developmentally impaired infants: classical conditioning as a supplement to brainstem-evoked response audiometry (BERA).
The brainstem-evoked response audiometry (BERA) is probably the most common approach to hearing assessment in high-risk and developmentally handicapped infants. It is usually suggested, however, that BERA should not be the sole assessment method. In an attempt to determine an effective supplement to BERA, the present study evaluated a classical conditioning procedure with developmentally impaired babies. Within this procedure, different tones served as conditioned stimuli while an air-puff was used as the unconditioned stimulus. Results indicate that this procedure could be successfully applied with almost all of the babies.